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1. The Conflict Begins 
1.1. Who were the member countries of the two alliance systems, e.g. the Central 
Powers and Allies? 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey (Central Powers) and England, France, Russia and the 
United States (Allies) 

1.2. What was the name of the front that Canada was "chiefly engaged"? 
Western Front 

 
2. The Conflict Widens 
2.1. During the early stages of the war, all the armies of Europe moved relatively freely; 
however, with every passing month the war began to sort of ground to a halt. What 
feature made the Western Front particularly unique? 
Trenches 

 
3. Canada Enters the War 
3.1. Why was Canada automatically at war once Britain was at war with Germany? 
We did not have complete independence, i.e. Britain controlled our external affairs (see 
Alaskan Panhandle Dispute). Also, English Canada eagerly supported the war effort by 
patriotically enlisting to serve the Mother Country. From coast to coast, in a spirit of 
almost unbelievable unanimity, Canadians pledged support for Britain. 

3.2. What was the name of Canada's most important military training center in Quebec? 
Valcartier Camp 

3.3. The first Canadian troops to arrive in France were the Princess Patricia's Canadian 
Light Infantry. What city was this regiment based in and who were its primary 
members? 
The regiment was established and based out of Edmonton, Alberta. The members of this 
regiment were entirely ex-British Army regular soldiers who had immigrated to Canada. 
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4. Ypres 1915 
4.1. What new weapon did the Germans use against Canadian troops at the Battle of 
Ypres? 
Poison gas (chlorine gas) 

4.2. For what two reasons did the Germans fail to exploit the gap they created in the 
Ypres Salient using poison gas? 
The Germans did not allocate sufficient reserve troops to take advantage of the gap. 
Also, they reluctantly pushed forward because they did not trust their new 
unpredictable weapon, i.e. the wind could change fortunes and outcomes pretty 
quickly. 

4.3. For what reason did the Canadians establish a reputation as a "formidable fighting 
force" at Ypres? 
The Germans targeted the Canadian line with poison gas, bombardment, and direct 
infantry attack. The Canadians were also hampered by their Ross Rifles which had a 
tendency to jam (particularly when they were muddy). The Canadians held the line until 
reinforcements arrived to relieve them. 

4.4. How many casualties did the Canadians suffer at the Battle of Ypres? 
6035 

 
5. The War of Attrition 
5.1. The Allies launched a total of eleven full-scale offensives against the Germans on 
the Western Front. What were the Allies ultimately trying to accomplish? 
To break through and force the Germans to come to terms and surrender. 

5.2. Why are trenches (or fixed positions) so difficult to attack? 
The advantage goes to the defender primarily because you can conceal/protect yourself 
in a trench; whereas the only way to take a trench is through a frontal assault and when 
attacking you're completely revealed. 

 
6. Festubert and Givenchy 
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6.1. How many casualties did the 1st Canadian Division suffer at the Battles of Festubert 
and Givenchy combined? 
2868 

 
7. Formation of the Canadian Corps 
7.1. Who were the first two Canadians to lead the 1st and 2nd Canadian Divisions? 
Major-General Arthur Currie and Major-General R.E.W. Turner 

7.2. Aside from the Germans, what other difficulties did Canadian soldiers experience in 
the trenches? 
Trench foot, sickness like colds, flu, and lice. 

 

8. 1916 – Prelude to the Somme 
8.1. Describe what the 3rd Canadian Division's baptism by fire looked like. 
In the fiercest bombardment yet experienced by Canadian troops, whole sections of 
trench were obliterated and the defending garrisons devastated. Bodies and trees of 
Sanctuary Wood were hurled into the air by explosions. As men were literally blown 
from their positions, the 3rd Division fought desperately until overwhelmed by enemy 
infantry. By evening the German advance was checked; however, the important vantage 
points of Mount Sorrel and Hills 61 and 62 were lost. 

8.2. How many casualties did the 1st Canadian Division suffer retaking Mount Sorrel and 
Hill 62? 
8430 

8.3. What was the name of the British commander planning and leading Britain's (and 
Canada's) attack at the Battle of the Somme? 
Sir Douglas Haig 

8.4. Why was the British/French/Canadian attack at the Somme doomed to fail? 
The Germans had received forewarning of the planned assault and restructured their 
defenses, most especially in the northern area of the British attack; they were firmly 
entrenched along the ridges and the villages of the northern Somme countryside. 
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8.5. The Newfoundland Regiment, serving as part of the 29th British Division, lost two-
thirds of its entire strength in about an hour's exposure to Germany artillery and 
machine guns at what battle? 
Beaumont-Hamel 

8.6. For what three reasons were the British enabled to use a new technique called the 
"creeping barrage" at the Somme? 
Gunners were better trained; there were more and better guns; and ammunition was 
much more reliable. 

8.7. The 4th Canadian Division captured which two German trenches-positions in 
November, 1916? 
Regina Trench and Desire Trench 

8.8. How many Canadian casualties were there at the Battle of the Somme? 
24029 

8.9. The Battle of the Somme lead to a considerable number of Canadian casualties; 
however, they played a vital role in the battle's overall success they were used as "storm 
troopers" in all major operations for the war. What is the role of storm troopers? 
They head (lead) the assaults. Supposedly the Germans prepared for the worst when 
they were confronted by the Canadian Corps. 

 
9. Vimy 
9.1. Why was the German's Hindenberg Line so formidable? 
It was shorter and fortified with powerful defenses, e.g. many concreted positions and 
huge swathes of barbed wires protecting several lines of defense several kilometers in 
depth. 

9.2. Vimy Ridge was part of the Hindenberg Line. What are some features of Vimy Ridge 
making it particularly difficult for the Canadian Corps to assault successfully and 
capture? 
The ridge's slopes were interlaced with an elaborate system of trenches, dugouts and 
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tunnels heavily protected by barbed wire and machine guns and defended from a 
distance by German artillery. 

9.3. During which battle did all four Canadian Divisions fight side by side for the first 
time? 
Battle of Vimy Ridge 

9.4. How many casualties did the Canadian Corps suffer at Vimy Ridge? 
10602 

9.5. Who replaced Julian Byng as commander of the Canadian Corp following Canada's 
success at Vimy? 
Sir Arthur Currie was promoted to lieutenant-general. 

9.6. Why do Canadian historians argue Canada became a country in its own right at the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge? 
The victory at Vimy is celebrated as a national coming of age: for the first time all four 
divisions of the Canadian Corps had attacked and triumphed together; four Canadians 
earned the Victoria Cross. 

 
10. Behind the Lines 
Read this short section. No questions. 

 
11. Hill 70 and Lens 
11.1. What did the Canadians do at Lens to inflict enormous casualties on the Germans 
turning the area into a "killing grounds"? 
The Canadians made skillful use of machine guns, i.e. they captured Hill 70 which was 
the highest point in the area giving whoever controlled it the high ground overlooking 
the city. General Haig knew the Germans would try to take it back. Currie's use of 
artillery and machine gun fire turned the German counter-attack into a meat grinder. 

 
12. The Third Battle of Ypres and Passchendaele 
12.1. The Canadians adopted a series of "bite and hold" operations. The attack on Hill 70 
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was one such operation. What exactly does a bite and hold operation look like and what 
does it accomplish? 

Note: consider using https://legionmagazine.com/en/2012/03/vimy-a-battle-
remembered-hill-70-a-battle-forgotten/ as a source. 

Apparently Currie had made the mental leap from "fighting for more terrain" to 
"fighting to destroy the German army". Vimy was a "bite" and "hold" operation; at Hill 
70 Currie planned for a bite and hold and destroy campaign, i.e. The Canadians would 
bite off Hill 70 and hold the new terrain which would force the enemy to leave the 
safety of his trenches and attack over open ground into the mouth of their massed guns 
(where he would be destroyed). Hills were particularly advantageous because they gave 
artillery increased range and an increased capacity to hit trenches. 

12.2. How many casualties did the Canadian Corps have at Passchendaele? 
15654 

 
13. Cambrai – 1917 
13.1. At what battle was the first effective tank attack in history launched? 
Battle of Cambrai 

 
14. The German Drive – 1918 
14.1. What is an "integrated attack"? 
The coordinated use of artillery, infantry, tanks, and air power (the basis of the modern 
battlefield). 

 
15. Canada's Hundred Days 
15.1. The detection of Canadian troops was taken as a signal for what by the Germans? 
The Germans had come to regard any movement of Canadian troops as a sign of 
imminent attack. 
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15.2. Why did Lieutenant-General Arthur Currie describe the Canadian Corp's breaching 
of the infamous Drocourt-Queant Line as "one of the finest feats in our history"?1 
By succeeding in destroying the very heart of the German defense system, the 
Canadians enabled the British 3rd Army to advance eastward at a great pace. The 
success of the operation had a positive effect all along the western front, presaging an 
imminent Allied victory. The battle itself was actually a complex, two-operation conflict, 
that of the Scarpe and that of the Drocourt-Quéant Line, both part of the overall Allied 
strategy which consisted of exhausting the enemy who was already retreating eastward. 

 
16. The War in the Air 
16.1. Who were the four most famous and accomplished pilots serving with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force? 
W. A. "Billy" Bishop, W.G. Barker, Raymond Collishaw and A. A. McLeod. 

 
17. The War at Sea 
Read this short section. No questions. 

 
18. Canadians in Other Campaigns 
Read this short section. No questions. 

 
19.The Aftermath 
19.1. How many total men were involved in the Great War? 
65 million people from 30 nations 

19.2. How many men died during the conflict? 
Approximately ten million 

19.3. Explain how Canada entered and emerged from the war as a nation. 
The Great War was a landmark in Canada's national development. In 1914 Canada 
entered the war as a colony (a mere extension of Britain overseas); in 1918 she was 
                                                           
1 https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/canada-first-world-
war/Pages/arras.aspx?wbdisable=true 
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forging visibly ahead to nationhood. Canada began the war with one division of citizen 
soldiers under the command of a British general, and ended with a superb fighting force 
under the command of one of her own sons. For a nation of eight million people 
Canada's war effort was remarkable, i.e. over 650 thousand Canadian men and women 
served in uniform during the war (with 66 thousand dying and over 172 thousand 
wounded). Nearly one of every ten Canadians who fought in the war did not return. And 
it was Canada's war record which won for Canada the right to sign a separate signature 
on the Treaty of Versailles with Germany; this act signified national status for Canada 
had been achieved; it was purchased for Canada by the gallant men who stood fast at 
Ypres, stormed the Regina Trench, climbed the heights of Vimy Ridge, captured 
Passchendaele, and entered Mons on November 11, 1918. 

 


